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in the act of reproductive imagination we under-esti-
mate a longer interval between two impressions, say
those of the slow beats of a colliery engine., may be
accounted for by the supposition that the imagination
tends to pass from the one impression to the succeed-
ing one too rapidly.1

The gross misappreciation of duration of long
periods of time, while it may illustrate the principle
just touched on, clearly involves the effect of other
and more powerful influences. A mere glance at what
is in our mind when we recall such a period as a
month or a year, shows that there is no clear concrete
representation at all. Time, it has been often said, is
known only so far as filled with concrete contents or
conscious experiences, and a perfect imagination of any
particular period of past time would involve a re-
tracing of all the successive experiences which have
gone to make up this section of our life. This, I need
not say, never happens, both because, on the one hand,
memory does not allow of a complete reproduction of
any segment of our experience, and because, on the
other hand, such an imaginative reproduction, even if
possible, would clearly occupy as much time as the
experience itself.2

1  Wundt refers these errors to variations in the state of pre-adjust-
ment of the attention to impressions and representations, according
as they succeed one another slowly or rapidly.    There is little doubt
that the effects of the state of tension of the apparatus of attention, are
involved here, though I am disposed to think that Wundt makes too
much of this circumstance.   (See Physiologische Psyeliologie, pp. 782,
783.   I have given a fuller account of Wundt's theory in Mind, No. i.)

2  Strictly speaking, it would occupy more time, since the effort
of recall ing each successive link in the chain would involve a greater
interval bet ween any two images than that between the corresponding
experiences.